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Overview 

Introduction 
For beneficial ownership data to be useful it must be usable. That is, it must be easy enough for people 
to access, interpret, connect, and rely on. Only then can data be used to create impact, whether that 
means promoting effective taxation, improving public procurement integrity, or tackling financial 
crime. 

Open Ownership recently undertook a major piece of research to understand the experiences of those 
who use beneficial ownership data. We found that most people have fairly similar needs, whether they 
work in government, financial institutions, commercial data services, or journalism. We also found 
that, often, these needs are not being adequately met by existing beneficial ownership registers.   

Our research aimed to better understand people’s work with data in order to inform more 
user-centred, impactful reforms for beneficial ownership transparency. Embedded within our 
findings were a number of clear functional requirements for those building, assessing, and seeking to 
improve beneficial ownership registers.  

We have revisited the research with this in mind, identifying 22 features that we believe make 
beneficial ownership data more usable, especially when it comes to interpreting it and connecting it to 
other data. This short working paper outlines 1) how we reached this list of features, and 2) the 
features themselves. 

Open Ownership has started using this framework to review and offer advice on implementation of 
beneficial ownership transparency reforms to various governments. Appendix I summarises all the 
features in a ready-to-use table for anyone reviewing or designing digital systems. 

This is a first draft of the framework, and it is likely to evolve over time. Based on our experiences and 
those of our partners and other interested parties, we will consider whether there is value in building 
out this framework by adding further information and recommendations. 

We welcome any feedback as part of this process. In particular, we are interested in responses to 
following questions:  

●​ Do these features reflect user needs uncovered in other user research? 
●​ Are there other features which are necessary to deliver high-quality beneficial ownership 

data? 
●​ Is this list of features useful for reviewing system requirements, supporting register design 

conversations, user research, or other aspects of implementation work? 
●​ Should we build out this overview of features into a dedicated resource? If so, what additional 

information about each feature would be useful? (Appendix II presents some ideas about what 
a more complete treatment of each feature could look like). 

Please share any feedback on this working paper with Miranda Evans (miranda@openownership.org).   

Successful user-centred policy and system developments should consider the specificities of each 
national context. This resource should complement rather than replace direct user research on the 
design and implementation of a particular beneficial ownership register. 
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Unpacking “usable” beneficial ownership data 
In order to develop a better understanding of what usable beneficial ownership data looks like, we 
interviewed 37 people from law enforcement agencies, financial intelligence units, tax authorities, 
procurement agencies, anti-corruption bodies, financial institutions, data services, the media, 
academic institutions, and non-profit organisations.  

Key findings from our data use research include the following: 

●​ There is little useful distinction to be made according to people’s particular roles or 
organisations. Whether a person was a tax investigator or a private sector data provider, what 
they needed from beneficial ownership data sources was mostly the same, because they were 
addressing the same type of questions.  

●​ People’s needs change according to the form of the question they are posing. For instance, 
understanding how diverse or centralised beneficial ownership is in a particular sector of an 
economy requires access to data in bulk; learning the beneficial owners of a single company 
does not. 

●​ The questions a user is trying to answer will likely evolve over the course of their 
investigation, going from one line of inquiry to another. Therefore, the features people need 
will evolve as well.  

In going back through the research to identify particular functional requirements for beneficial 
ownership registers, we identified sets of related questions, tasks, and features.  

1.​ People use data and information to answer questions. 
2.​ In order to answer those questions, people need to undertake certain tasks.  
3.​ In order to conduct those tasks, people require certain features to be present in the data.  
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Here is an example of how the framework might help clarify the features required by a data user: 

 

​Which companies within 
the data currently have 
French nationals as 
beneficial owners? 

 

 

​Find all beneficial owners 
that meet specific criteria 
(attributes) 

​Find all companies 
beneficially owned by a list 
of individuals 

 

 ​Search by beneficial owner 
name and ID 

​Search by other details  

​Up-to-date information 

​Structured data in a 
well-used format 

​Relevant person 
information 

​Clear field and object 
descriptions 

 

Even for this relatively simple question, which only breaks down into a couple of tasks, a large range 
of features is necessary. 

First, it is necessary to find beneficial owners who have French nationality. This requires that 
“Relevant person information” (nationality) is a feature of the data, and that nationality is identifiable 
in the data (“Structured data in a well-used format”). It also requires that the data can be “Search[ed] 
by other details” – that is, by nationality.  

Once the set of French beneficial owners is identified, it is necessary to find all the companies related 
to each individual. This requires that the data can be “Search[ed] by beneficial owner name and ID”.   

Across both tasks, the feature “Clear field and object descriptions” is necessary, as it is for most 
analysis. In this example, imagine a field named “country” is the only field with jurisdiction 
information for beneficial owners within the data. An analyst will need to check further 
documentation to see whether that is nationality information, residential information, or something 
else.  

Similarly, the feature “Up-to-date information” is needed here (and for many analysis tasks). Without 
it, no insight into the current situation can be gained.  

An initial outline of the features can be found below in the Features of better data section. As far as 
possible, they have been defined and presented so that they are discrete from each other. For example, 
these two features are related but distinct: 

Up-to-date information: Included in the data about companies, people, and their 
relationships is the latest known information. 

Basic disclosure information: Basic details about how the information was 
disclosed is included in the data. This includes, as a minimum: who is responsible 
for disclosing the information, and when they disclosed the information. 

A beneficial ownership dataset may contain the latest known information while not showing exactly 
when each item of data was last updated. Conversely, a dataset may show exactly who disclosed the 
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information and when, but a search of the online register shows that the data is six months old. Often, 
the basic disclosure information within a dataset will confirm that the rest of the information is up to 
date. Thus, these features are related but distinct. 

Why does this matter?  
This framework and the list of features could be useful for agencies developing beneficial ownership 
registers (and people assessing them) in a number of ways. It provides: 

●​ A framework for discussions between data users, beneficial ownership policy teams, and digital 
teams developing registers: An agency developing a beneficial ownership register for a specific 
policy aim (for example, reducing collusion in public procurement) can use this framework to 
aid consultation with data users. Typical analysis questions might be elicited (e.g. “What 
proportion of bidders to this public contract have the same beneficial owner?”), then broken 
down into related tasks and data features. This would then inform the functional requirements 
of the system to be built by software developers.  

●​ A guide for developing requirements for a new register: Including all of these features in a register 
system will lead to more usable beneficial ownership data. Therefore, an agency building a 
new register could use these as a starting point for a set of functional requirements. 

●​ A tool for assessing the usability of data from existing beneficial ownership registers and identifying 
potential improvements: This could be used as an assessment methodology for understanding 
the quality of implementation of a beneficial ownership register. 

What is not included? 
The features presented in this framework belong to systems which deliver data and information to 
people (and to other systems). They are necessary but not sufficient to ensure the data is usable. They 
are not characteristics of data collection and data management systems, although they deliver data 
that is collected and processed by those systems. The characteristics of data collection and 
management systems (and their legal underpinnings) are also essential to ensuring that data is usable. 
Some useful questions related to these systems include:  

●​ Is the concept of beneficial ownership well defined in law? 
●​ Are all relevant types of company (or legal vehicle) covered by the scope of the beneficial 

ownership disclosure laws? 
●​ Is all the beneficial ownership information centralised? 
●​ Are appropriate mechanisms in place to verify that the information declared by companies is 

accurate, complete, and up to date? 
●​ Have companies and individual users complied with their obligations to disclose information? 
●​ Do the appropriate users have access to the information?  

The Open Ownership Principles for effective beneficial ownership disclosure give greater detail on a 
number of these questions.  
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Features of better beneficial ownership 
data 
For ease of navigation, the 22 features have been placed into four categories: search, delivery, scope, 
and content. Some features could have gone into multiple categories, but for simplicity just one was 
chosen for each. 

Search features 

 

The following features help people get to the information they are looking for. 

Search by company name and ID 
People are able to search by a company name or its identifier, and retrieve information about its 
beneficial owners. 

Example 

​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Image based on datacvr.virk.dk  

Real-world instances 

Nigeria 
The Persons of Significant Control Register from the Corporate Affairs Commission 

United Kingdom 
The search facility from Companies House 

Questions it helps answer 
“Who are the beneficial owner(s) of this company?” 
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Search by beneficial owner name and ID 
People can search by a person’s name or a personal identifier and retrieve information about the 
companies of which the person is a beneficial owner. 

Example 

 

Image based on Botswana’s OBRS 

Real-world instances 

Botswana 
The search facility of the Online Business Registration System (OBRS) from the Companies and 
Intellectual Property Authority  

Estonia 
The E-business register search facility 

Questions it helps answer 
“Which companies is this individual a beneficial owner of?” 

Search by other details 
People can enter characteristics of a company or a person (beyond their name or identifier) into a 
form, and see matching results. 

Example 

 

Image based on datacvr.virk.dk 
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Real-world instances 

United Kingdom 
The advanced search facility from Companies House 

Botswana 
The advanced search facility of the Online Business Registration System (OBRS) from the Companies 
and Intellectual Property Authority 
 

Questions it helps answer 
“How many foreign nationals are beneficial owners of Zambian mining companies?” 
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Delivery features 

 

The following features relate to how the data is packaged and delivered to people and to other 
systems. They help people access data in the ways that work best for them. 

Bulk data download(s) of the full dataset 
There is a single file or set of files containing all the beneficial ownership data held in the register. 
People can download these files. 

Example 

 

Real-world instances 

United Kingdom 
The People with significant control snapshot from Companies House 

Estonia 
The bulk data downloads available from the e-business registry 

Questions it helps answer 
“What proportion of Filipino companies have beneficial owners in tax havens?” 

API access  
There is a documented application programming interface (API). People or systems can retrieve 
beneficial ownership data for companies via API requests.  

Example 
API request: An API request is code which is run from a computer. It reaches out to an external 
system over the internet, using a URL. An example of such code is: 

requests.get('https://api.company-information.service.gov.uk/c
ompany/41AD2EB2/persons-with-significant-control') 
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API response: An API response is data which is returned to a requesting system. This example is based 
on the United Kingdom’s Companies House API service: 

{ 
  "name": "Non-existent Company Limited", 
  "address": { 
    "postal_code": "PMR GH3", 
    "country": "Isle Of Man", 
    "premises": "Flat 3, Big House", 
    "address_line_1": "Motorway Street", 
  }, 
  "is_sanctioned": false, 
  "kind": "corporate-entity-beneficial-owner", 
  "etag": 
"df056aa988706fc9f1b859a849eb18791b8992b18791df056aa988706f35"
, 
  "natures_of_control": [ 
    
"ownership-of-shares-more-than-25-percent-registered-overseas-
entity" 
  ], 
  "notified_on": "2023-09-07" 
} 

API documentation: The documentation for the API describes how to issue requests and interpret 
responses. For example, the API documentation for Companies House Public Data API explains that 
the is_sanctioned field may or may not be included in a response and will have a true/false value.  

is_sanctioned boolean Flag indicating if the beneficial owner was declared as 
being sanctioned on the latest filing of the overseas entity 

Optional 

 

Real-world instances 

France 
API access for services from Infogreffe 

Norway 
API documentation for data from the Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities 

Questions it helps answer 
“Have any sanctioned beneficial owners been disclosed for the company AIcred JS?” 

Structured data in a well-used format 
Information is broken down into predictably formatted data-points or fields. The data is supplied in 
JSON, CSV, XML, or some other well-recognised format. 

Example 
See the example over-page. 
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Example 

Unstructured data 
 Structured data 

 Structured data in a​
well-used format (JSON) 

Nature of ownership or control:  Nature of ownership or control:  [ 
  { 
    "recordType": "relationship", 
    "recordDetails": { 
      "subject": "c359f58d2977", 
      "interestedParty": "10478c6cf6de", 
      "interests": [ 
        { 
          "type": "voting-shareholding", 
          "beneficialOwnershipControl": true, 
          "directOrIndirect": "indirect", 
          "startDate": "2016-04-06", 
          "share": { 
            "exact": 27 
          } 
          "vote": { 
            "exact": 27 
          } 
        } 
      } 
   } 
[...] 
] 

This beneficial owner – indirectly 
herself, or through her children – 
owns 27% of the declaring legal 
entity’s shares through the 
following shareholders of the legal 
entity: (1) “Angerujjheit B.V.”, 
registration number in the 
Netherlands 64739564, registered 
office: Byterslaan 105, NL-4722GF 
Amsterdam, Netherlands; (2) 
“RigaTech Systems Ltd.”, 
registration number in the United 
Kingdom: 396654, registered 
office: P.O. Box 124, Company 
Services Ltd. Main Road, London, 
United Kingdom. 

 % Aggregate share 
ownership 

27 

 % Aggregate control via 
voting shares 

27 

 Direct share ownership in 
declaring entity 

0 

 Direct voting control over 
declaring entity 

0 

 1.1 Intermediate legal owner(s) 

 Legal owner 1 

 Name Angerujjheit 
B.V. 

 Registration authority CVR 

 Registration number 64739564 

 Legal owner 2 
 
[...] 
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Real-world instances 

Armenia 
An example of a beneficial ownership declaration in Armenia’s Electronic Register. Click “Download 
as JSON” to view structured data. 

Nigeria 
Search for a company in Nigeria’s Persons of Significant Control Register from the Corporate Affairs 
Commission. Use the “Download JSON” button to view the structured data. 

Questions it helps answer 
“How many companies have more than one beneficial owner?” 

Change alerts 
There is a service which alerts people when information is updated. People can subscribe to 
notifications about changes to a particular company, person, or relationship.  

Example 

 

Image based on the Slovak Republic’s Commercial register 

Real-world instances 

Slovak Republic 
The Commercial register of the Slovak Republic has a “Subscribe to changes” option for its records. 

United Kingdom 
The company pages from Companies House have a “Follow this company” option. 

Questions it helps answer 
“Are beneficial ownership disclosures for the company AIcred JS being updated at the moment?”
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Content features 

 

The following features relate to the content and meaning of the data. They ensure that people can find 
and understand the information they are looking for. 

Clear field and object descriptions 
There is documentation which helps people understand the meaning of the data.  

Example 
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Real-world instances 

Norway 
API documentation for data from the Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities 

Estonia 
The Business Register Open Data API documentation 

Questions it helps answer 
“When was Louis Martin first disclosed as a beneficial owner of the company AIcred JS?” 

Conformance to a data standard 
Data conforms to a data standard for beneficial ownership information. 

Example 
This information about a beneficial ownership relationship conforms with Open Ownership’s 
Beneficial Ownership Data Standard (BODS):  

 { 
    "statementId": "fbfd0547-d0c6-4a00-b559-5c5e91c34f5c", 
    "declarationSubject": "c359f58d2977", 
    "statementDate": "2020-03-04", 
    "publicationDetails": { 
      "publicationDate": "2020-03-04", 
      "bodsVersion": "0.4", 
      "publisher": { 
        "name": "Profitech Ltd" 
      } 
    }, 
    "recordId": "93b53022ae6a", 
    "recordStatus": "new", 
    "recordType": "relationship", 
    "recordDetails": { 
      "isComponent": false, 
      "subject": "c359f58d2977", 
      "interestedParty": "10478c6cf6de", 
      "interests": [ 
        { 
          "type": "shareholding", 
          "beneficialOwnershipOrControl": true, 
          "directOrIndirect": "direct", 
          "startDate": "2016-04-06", 
          "share": { 
            "exact": 100 
          } 
        } 
      ] 
    } 
  } 
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Real-world instances 

Armenia 
An example of a beneficial ownership declaration in Armenia’s Electronic Register. Click “Download 
as JSON” to view the data in BODS format. 

Latvia 
The Register of Enterprises provided a 2021 snapshot of its data in BODS format. 

Questions it helps answer 
“What nationalities are represented by the beneficial owners of the top 100 extractive firms, by 
revenue, active in the African continent?” 

Use of relevant data standards 
Data is presented using standard codelists, formats, or encodings. People can use their existing 
knowledge of data standards to understand the information. 

Examples 
The following is a non-exhaustive list of standards and formats which can aid with the standardisation 
of beneficial ownership data:  

 

Standard name Subject  

ISO 3166 Country Codes 

IETF RFC3339 Date formats 

ISO 20275  Financial Services – Entity Legal Forms (ELF) 

ISO 10383 Market Identifier Codes (MICs) – standardised, issued, and 
maintained by SWIFT 

ISO 6166 International Securities Identification Number (ISIN) 

 

Real-world instances 

Latvia 
The Register of Enterprises uses ISO 3166 codes for the nationalities and countries of residence of 
beneficial owners. 

Global Legal Entity Identifier Foundation 
Data about legal entities makes use of the ISO 202275 codes for the legal form of entities, and the ISO 
3166 for jurisdictions. 
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Questions it helps answer 
“What nationalities are most common among non-domestic beneficial owners?” 

Authoritative company identifiers 
There are reliable identifiers for all companies and other legal vehicles represented in the data. The 
identifiers are presented alongside an unambiguous reference to the issuing authority, and they are 
authoritative. Authoritative company identifiers are those created on the formation of the legal 
vehicle, such as a company number or tax identification number.  In some contexts, the 1

internationally recognised legal entity identifier (LEI) may be considered authoritative. 

Example​  ​  ​  ​  

Athrizia L.U. 

Company number: 142080032 

LEI: 58460082C0E460CD9E91 

Shareholder 1: 

Athrizia Holdings 

Foreign registration number: 1349044 

Foreign registration authority: BVI 
Commercial Registry 

Real-world instances 

Estonia 
The Estonian e-Business Register publishes domestic register codes, LEIs where relevant, and an 
identifier for foreign shareholding entities.  

Botswana 
The Online Business Registration System (OBRS) from the Companies and Intellectual Property 
Authority publishes the Unique Identification Number (UIN) of domestic legal vehicles (and the old 
company number, where applicable). It also publishes the registration number and country of 
registration for foreign entities which are designated beneficial owners. 

Questions it helps answer 
“Does the legal and beneficial ownership information of foreign intermediary companies align with 
what is disclosed domestically?” 

1 See: Kadie Armstrong and Stephen Abbott Pugh, Using reliable identifiers for corporate vehicles in beneficial 
ownership data (Open Ownership, 2023), 
https://www.openownership.org/en/publications/using-reliable-identifiers-for-corporate-vehicles-in-beneficial
-ownership-data/.  
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Authoritative personal identifiers 
There are reliable identifiers for people who are represented in the data. The identifiers are presented 
alongside an unambiguous reference to the issuing authority, and they are authoritative. Authoritative 
personal identifiers are those which are connected to a person’s nationality, citizenship, or right of 
residence in a country, such as an ID card number or passport number. 

Example 

Urishay Armijaan 

Person code: 9EA42BBC210C 

IDC #: 6754-9381-0994-2226 

Passport number: 958225112 (UK) 

Real-world instances 

Estonia 
The Estonian e-Business Register publishes personal identification codes for beneficial owners. 

Armenia 
Armenia’s Electronic Register stores social security card numbers or passport numbers for individual 
beneficial owners. 

Questions it helps answer 
“Are politically exposed persons accurately disclosing their relationships to companies and related 
assets, including across borders?” 

Basic company information 
The basic characteristics of companies and legal vehicles are included in the data. This includes, as a 
minimum, their name and legal form. 
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Example 

 
Image based on the Québec Register of Enterprises 

Real-world instances 

Québec, Canada 
The Québec Register of Enterprises has full information about the name and legal form of legal 
vehicles. 

United Kingdom 
The company pages from Companies House have name and company type information. 

Questions it helps answer 
“What proportion of companies with foreign beneficial owners are limited partnerships?” 

Relevant person information 
Relevant characteristics of people are included in the data. This includes, as a minimum: their name, 
nationalities, month and year of birth, and country (or countries) of residence. 
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Example 

 

Image based on UK’s Companies House 

Real-world instances 

United Kingdom 
The people pages for companies registered with Companies House  

Latvia 
The bulk data download of beneficial owners 

Questions it helps answer 
“What proportion of domestic companies have at least one non-resident beneficial owner?” 

Basic relationship information 
The basic details of relationships between companies and people are included in the data. This 
includes, as a minimum: who the relationship is between, what types of interest constitute the 
relationship, whether the relationship is direct or indirect, the magnitude of the interests (where 
relevant), and when the relationship (or its constituent interests) started and ended. 
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Example 

 

Image based on Estonia’s e-Business register 

Real-world instances 

Estonia 
The e-Business Register contains some basic relationship information publicly, and more is available 
after users sign in. 

Armenia 
Beneficial ownership declarations in the Electronic Register 

Questions it helps answer 
“Amongst companies awarded a contract by the local government, what proportion have only direct 
beneficial owners?” 

Basic disclosure information 
Basic details about how the information was disclosed is included in the data. This includes, as a 
minimum: who is responsible for disclosing the information, and when they disclosed the 
information. 

Example 
{ 
  "data": 
  { 
    "barcode": "XBB6IF0Z", 
    "date": "2025-10-15", 
    "description": "change-to-a-beneficial-owner", 
    "description_values": 
    { 
      "change_date": "2025-10-04", 
      "psc_name": "Mr Artie Cormorant Ortan" 
    }, 
    "pages": 2, 
    "subcategory": "change", 
    "transaction_id": "FkaXF6a2N4MzQ4MTEwMDQwOG", 
    "submitter_id": "55JD833DUR88PN1", 
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    "type": "BO-04" 
  }, 
  "event": 
  { 
    "published_at": "2025-10-15T11:44:04", 
    "timepoint": 205184296, 
    "type": "changed" 
  }, 
  "resource_id": "4MTEwMDQwOGMzQFkaXF6a2N4", 
  "resource_kind": "filing-history" 
} 

Real-world instances 

United Kingdom 
Filings data for companies registered with Companies House  

Botswana 
Filing information in the Online Business Registration System (OBRS) from the Companies and 
Intellectual Property Authority 

Questions it helps answer 
“When was Louis Martin first disclosed as a beneficial owner of the company AIcred JS?” 

Disambiguated companies 
Information relating to a single company in bulk or aggregated data can be unambiguously identified. 
This may be achieved via use of an authoritative company identifier, via the structure of the data, via 
an internal system identifier, or via some other means. 

Example 
Whenever the company Arkius Holdings Company Ltd. appears in this dataset, its company number is 
included. 

{ 
  "resource_kind": "company-profile", 
  "resource_id": "53180034", 
  "data": 
  { 
    "company_name": "Arkius holdings company LIMITED", 
    "company_number": "53180034", 
    "company_status": "active", 
    "confirmation_statement": 
    { 
      "last_made_up_to": "2025-06-17", 
      "next_due": "2026-07-01", 
      "next_made_up_to": "2026-06-17" 
    }, 
    "date_of_creation": "2020-06-18", 
    "jurisdiction": "england-wales", 
    "sic_codes": 
    [ 
      "64204" 
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https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/
https://www.cipa.co.bw/master/ui/start/CIPARegisterSearch


 

    ], 
    "type": "ltd" 
  } 
} 

Real-world instances 

United Kingdom 
The bulk data about UK companies from Companies House is disambiguated by company number. 

Canada 
Disambiguation is via corporation numbers and business numbers in Corporations Canada’s federal 
register. 

Questions it helps answer 
“What proportion of companies have two, or fewer, beneficial owners?” 

Disambiguated people 
Information relating to a single person in bulk or aggregated data can be unambiguously identified. 
This may be achieved via use of an authoritative person identifier, via the structure of the data, via an 
internal system identifier, or via some other means. 

Example 
Here, values in an authoritative person identifier field, “identity_number_masked” help people to 
establish that two records (one for Jargod Pūsaņši, and one for Jar Pūsaņši) actually refer to two 
different people. 

{ 
  "fields": 
  [ 
    { 
      "id": "id", 
      "type": "numeric" 
    },{ 
      "id": "legal_entity_registration_number", 
      "type": "numeric" 
    },{ 
      "id": "forename", 
      "type": "text" 
    },{ 
      "id": "surname", 
      "type": "text" 
    },{ 
      "id": "identity_number_masked", 
      "type": "text" 
    },{ 
      "id": "registered_on", 
      "type": "timestamp" 
    },{ 
      "id": "last_modified_at", 
      "type": "timestamp" 
    } 
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https://download.companieshouse.gov.uk/en_output.html
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/cc/lgcy/fdrlCrpSrch.html
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/cc/lgcy/fdrlCrpSrch.html


 

  ], 
  "records": 
  [ 
    [ 
      64582, 
      40003229495, 
      "Jargod", 
      "Pūsaņši", 
      "090859-*****", 
      "2012-08-21T00:00:00", 
      "2025-11-15T22:01:41" 
    ],[ 
      64583, 
      47388949492, 
      "Jar", 
      "Pūsaņši", 
      "181259-*****", 
      "2019-05-02T00:00:00", 
      "2019-05-02T08:41:39" 
    ] 
  ] 
} 
 

Real-world instances 

Latvia 
The bulk data download of beneficial owners disambiguates entries by Latvian identity number. 

Estonia 
In the E-business register, personal identification codes can be used for disambiguation of nationals. 
 

Questions it helps answer 
“What is the ratio of foreign domestic beneficial owners in the mining industry?”  
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https://data.gov.lv/dati/eng/dataset/patiesie-labuma-guveji/resource/20a9b26d-d056-4dbb-ae18-9ff23c87bdee
https://ariregister.rik.ee/eng/beneficial_owners_query


 

Scope features 

 

These features relate to the extent of the available information. They ensure that people can 
understand full beneficial ownership networks as they exist now, and in the past. 

Legal ownership or intermediary data 
The data can be used to understand beneficial ownership networks. If beneficial ownership is 
maintained via an intermediate legal vehicle (or vehicles), at least one intermediary is clearly 
identified in the data.  2

Example 

 

Image generated by the BODS Data Visualiser 

2 Alanna Markle, “Achieving the registrar’s three main objectives” in Sufficiently detailed beneficial ownership 
information (Open Ownership, 2025), 
https://www.openownership.org/en/publications/sufficiently-detailed-beneficial-ownership-information/achievi
ng-the-registrars-three-main-objectives/.   
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https://www.openownership.org/en/publications/beneficial-ownership-visualisation-system/bods-data-visualiser/
https://www.openownership.org/en/publications/sufficiently-detailed-beneficial-ownership-information/achieving-the-registrars-three-main-objectives/
https://www.openownership.org/en/publications/sufficiently-detailed-beneficial-ownership-information/achieving-the-registrars-three-main-objectives/


 

Real-world instances 

Armenia 
All intermediary legal vehicles are published in beneficial ownership declarations in the Electronic 
Register. As in this instance (visualised above). 

United Kingdom 
Data about “relevant legal entities” is published alongside information about persons with significant 
control. This can be pieced together to reveal beneficial ownership networks. 

Questions it helps answer 
“Which companies awarded government contracts in the last two years have a parent company (direct 
or indirect) based in Bermuda?” 

Includes non-compliant and exempt companies 
Companies or legal vehicles which are not required to disclose their beneficial owners (or which have 
not complied with the requirement to do so) are identified within the data.  

Example 

 
Image based on ariregister.rik.ee  

Real-world instances 

United Kingdom 
Data is available via API on companies which are exempt from beneficial ownership disclosure 
requirements. 

Questions it helps answer 
“Does AIcred have no beneficial owners to disclose, or is it exempt from disclosing its beneficial 
owners?” 

Up-to-date information 
Included in the data about companies, people, and their relationships is the latest known information. 
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https://www.e-register.am/en/companies/1572081/declaration/4bffd722-7b7d-4804-8163-9dbeae258f8c
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5bd9e31f40f0b604e0b7828c/170623_NON-STAT_Guidance_for_PSCs_4MLD.pdf
http://ariregister.rik.ee
https://developer-specs.company-information.service.gov.uk/streaming-api/resources/companyexemptionsstream?v=latest


 

Example 

 

Image based on Corporations Canada’s Federal Register 

Real-world instances 

Canada  
Information published on Corporations Canada’s Federal Register is updated within hours of being 
submitted. 

Latvia 
The bulk data download of beneficial owners is updated daily with any newly reported information. 

Questions it helps answer 
“Who are the beneficial owners of the country’s biggest private media company?” 

Historical information 
Information about beneficial ownership relationships in the past, and the characteristics of related 
companies and people, is available. 
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https://ised-isde.canada.ca/cc/lgcy/fdrlCrpSrch.html
https://data.gov.lv/dati/eng/dataset/patiesie-labuma-guveji/resource/20a9b26d-d056-4dbb-ae18-9ff23c87bdee


 

Example 

 

Real-world instances 

Estonia 
An entry with historic data in the E-business register 

Armenia 
An entry with historic data in Armenia’s Electronic Register 

Questions it helps answer 
“Has the beneficial ownership of the country’s biggest private media company changed in the last two 
months?” 
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https://ariregister.rik.ee/eng/company/14314682/MeetFrank-O%C3%9C
https://www.e-register.am/en/companies/1572081/bor


 

Appendix I. Data feature assessment table 
Feature name Type Description Feature exists Explanation Recommendations 

   (Fully, Partially, 
or Not at all) 

  

Search by company 
name and ID 

Search People are able to search by a company name 
or its identifier and retrieve information about its 
beneficial owners. 

   

Search by beneficial 
owner name and ID 

Search People can search by a person’s name or a 
personal identifier and retrieve information 
about the companies of which the person is a 
beneficial owner. 

   

Search by other details Search People can enter characteristics of a company 
or a person (beyond their name or identifier) 
into a form, and see matching results. 

   

Bulk data download(s) of 
the full dataset 

Delivery There is a single file or set of files containing all 
the beneficial ownership data held in the 
register. People can download these files. 

   

API access Delivery There is a documented application 
programming interface (API). People or 
systems can retrieve beneficial ownership data 
for companies via API requests.  

   

Structured data in a 
well-used format 

Delivery Information is broken down into predictably 
formatted data-points or fields. The data is 
supplied in JSON, CSV, XML, or some other 
well-recognised format. 
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Change alerts Delivery There is a service which alerts people when 
information is updated. People can subscribe to 
notifications about changes to a particular 
company, person, or relationship.  

   

Clear field and object 
descriptions 

Content There is documentation which helps people 
understand the meaning of the data.  

   

Conformance to a data 
standard 

Content Data conforms to a data standard for beneficial 
ownership information. 

   

Use of relevant data 
standards 

Content Data is presented using standard codelists, 
formats, or encodings. People can use their 
existing knowledge of data standards to 
understand the data. 

   

Authoritative company 
identifiers 

Content There are reliable identifiers for all companies 
and other legal vehicles represented in the 
data. The identifiers are presented alongside 
an unambiguous reference to the issuing 
authority and they are authoritative. 
Authoritative company identifiers are those 
created on the formation of the legal vehicle, 
such as a company number or tax identification 
number. In some contexts, the internationally 
recognised legal entity identifier (LEI) may be 
considered authoritative. 

   

Authoritative personal 
identifiers 

Content There are reliable identifiers for people who are 
represented in the data. The identifiers are 
presented alongside an unambiguous 
reference to the issuing authority, and they are 
authoritative. Authoritative personal identifiers 
are those which are connected to a person’s 
nationality, citizenship, or right of residence in a 
country, such as an ID card number or passport 
number. 
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Basic company 
information 

Content The basic characteristics of companies and 
legal vehicles are included in the data. This 
includes, as a minimum: their name and legal 
form. 

   

Relevant person 
information 

Content Relevant characteristics of people are included 
in the data. This includes, as a minimum: their 
name, nationalities, month and year of birth, 
and country (or countries) of residence. 

   

Basic relationship 
information 

Content The basic details of relationships between 
companies and people are included in the data. 
This includes, as a minimum: who the 
relationship is between, what types of interest 
constitute the relationship, whether the 
relationship is direct or indirect, the magnitude 
of the interests (where relevant), and when the 
relationship (or its constituent interests) started 
and ended. 

   

Basic disclosure 
information 

Content Basic details about how the information was 
disclosed is included in the data. This includes, 
as a minimum: who is responsible for disclosing 
the information, and when they disclosed the 
information. 

   

Disambiguated 
companies 

Content Information relating to a single company in bulk 
or aggregated data can be unambiguously 
identified. This may be achieved via use of an 
authoritative company identifier, via the 
structure of the data, via an internal system 
identifier, or via some other means. 
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Disambiguated people Content Information relating to a single person in bulk or 
aggregated data can be unambiguously 
identified. This may be achieved via use of an 
authoritative person identifier, via the structure 
of the data, via an internal system identifier, or 
via some other means. 

   

Legal ownership or 
intermediary data 

Scope The data can be used to understand beneficial 
ownership networks. If beneficial ownership is 
maintained via an intermediate legal vehicle (or 
vehicles), at least one intermediary is clearly 
identified in the data. 

   

Includes non-compliant 
and exempt companies 

Scope Companies or legal vehicles which are not 
required to disclose their beneficial owners (or 
which have not complied with the requirement 
to do so) are identified within the data.  

   

Up-to-date information Scope Included in the data about companies, people, 
and their relationships is the latest known 
information. 

   

Historical information Scope Information about beneficial ownership 
relationships in the past, and the characteristics 
of related companies and people, is available. 
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Appendix II. Further development of the 
features 
Feature name  
[Description] 

Example 
[An example of how the feature may appear] 

Real-world instances 
[Links to registers and portals where other examples can be found] 

Skill level needed to make use of this feature 

[An assessment of the degree of data analysis skills required to make use of this feature]  

Associated questions 
[Examples of analysis questions enabled if the feature is present, or questions that cannot be 
answered without this feature] 

Further considerations 
[Why this feature is helpful; advice on good and bad practice when implementing this feature] 

Related resources 
[Open Ownership resources which explore aspects of this feature] 

33 



 

 

34 


	Usable beneficial ownership data 
	Contents 
	 

	Overview 
	Introduction 
	Unpacking “usable” beneficial ownership data 
	Why does this matter?  
	What is not included? 

	Features of better beneficial ownership data 
	Search features 
	Search by company name and ID 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Nigeria 
	United Kingdom 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Search by beneficial owner name and ID 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Botswana 
	Estonia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Search by other details 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	United Kingdom 
	Botswana 
	The advanced search facility of the Online Business Registration System (OBRS) from the Companies and Intellectual Property Authority 
	 

	Questions it helps answer 


	 
	Delivery features 
	Bulk data download(s) of the full dataset 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	United Kingdom 
	Estonia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	API access  
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	France 
	Norway 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Structured data in a well-used format 
	Example 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Armenia 
	Nigeria 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Change alerts 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Slovak Republic 
	United Kingdom 

	Questions it helps answer 


	Content features 
	Clear field and object descriptions 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Norway 
	Estonia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Conformance to a data standard 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Armenia 
	Latvia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Use of relevant data standards 
	Examples 
	Real-world instances 
	Latvia 
	Global Legal Entity Identifier Foundation 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Authoritative company identifiers 
	Example​ ​ ​ ​ 
	Real-world instances 
	Estonia 
	Botswana 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Authoritative personal identifiers 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Estonia 
	Armenia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Basic company information 
	Example 
	 
	Real-world instances 
	Québec, Canada 
	United Kingdom 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Relevant person information 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	United Kingdom 
	Latvia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Basic relationship information 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Estonia 
	Armenia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Basic disclosure information 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	United Kingdom 
	Botswana 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Disambiguated companies 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	United Kingdom 
	Canada 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Disambiguated people 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Latvia 
	Estonia 
	In the E-business register, personal identification codes can be used for disambiguation of nationals. 
	 

	Questions it helps answer 
	“What is the ratio of foreign domestic beneficial owners in the mining industry?” 



	Scope features 
	Legal ownership or intermediary data 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Armenia 
	United Kingdom 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Includes non-compliant and exempt companies 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	United Kingdom 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Up-to-date information 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Canada  
	Latvia 

	Questions it helps answer 

	Historical information 
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Estonia 
	Armenia 

	Questions it helps answer 



	 
	Appendix I. Data feature assessment table 
	Appendix II. Further development of the features 
	Feature name  
	Example 
	Real-world instances 
	Skill level needed to make use of this feature 
	Associated questions 
	Further considerations 
	Related resources 


